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The Holy Books of First & Second Kings 
 
 
Title and Authorship 
The books known as 1st and 2nd Kings were originally written to be a single work. The author 
of these books is nowhere named in Scripture. According to Jewish tradition, Jeremiah was 
the author. 
 
Historical Background 
The books of Kings carry on the history of the Old Testament kingdom of God through a 
period of 450 years, from the accession of Solomon to the Babylonian captivity. All the kings 
of Judah and Israel are recorded in 1 & 2 Kings except for Saul.  
 
The purpose of 1 & 2 Kings is to illustrate the blessings that result from faithfulness 
and obedience to the Lord and His judgment upon unfaithfulness and disobedience. 
 

Introduction to First Kings 
 

The first 11 chapters of 1 Kings focus attention primarily on the reign of Solomon. Chapters 
12 — 22 cover about the first 80-100 years of the divided kingdom.  
 
As 1 Kings opens, David had reigned about 40 years. He was now an old man in ill health. 
Adonijah, the fourth (2 Samuel 3:2-5) and eldest surviving son of David, conspired to make 
himself king with Joab, David's nephew and head of the army, and Abiathar, head of the 
priesthood. These traitors did this knowing that the Lord had chosen Solomon as David's 
successor (I Kings 2:15). The prophet Nathan warned Bathsheba of this conspiracy and he 
himself appeared before David to confirm it. David immediately abdicated and made Solomon 
king. God’s promise to his servant David was steadfastly fulfilled.  
 
God preserved the whole of the kingdom of David to his son Solomon, who had been chosen 
as his successor, and at the very commencement of his reign renewed His promise to him, 
so that Solomon was able to carry out of the work of building the temple; and under his wise 
and peaceful government in Judah and Israel every one could sit in safety under his own vine 
and fig-tree. 
 
David's final words to Solomon were “Keep the charge of the Lord [your] God, to walk in 
His ways, to keep . . . His Commandments . . . that [you may] prosper (do wisely) (2:3) 
Solomon didn't take his father's advice seriously and it resulted in the division of the nation 
and widespread idol worship among the people. It was not until the fourth year of Solomon's 
reign (2 Chron 3:1-2) that he began building the Temple (1 Kings 5:5). Then Solomon allowed 
himself to be drawn away by his foreign wives to turn from the Lord and worship idols, so the 
Lord chastened him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men. Near the 
end of his 40- year reign, we read: The Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart was 
turned from the Lord (11:9). Then the final verdict was given: [Because you have] not kept 
My Covenant . . . I will surely rend the kingdom from [you] (11:11). But God’s mercy did 
not depart away from him, as He had promised to David (2 Sam. 7:14, 15). 
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Just days after Solomon's death, the kingdom was divided as prophesied. Ten tribes 
revolted under Solomon's servant Jeroboam, forming the Northern Kingdom. Jeroboam 
established two new centers of worship to replace Jerusalem -- one at Dan in the north and 
the other at Bethel in the southern part of his kingdom. By replacing Jerusalem as the God-
appointed place to offer sacrifices, he became known as Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which 
made Israel to sin (2 Kings 3:3; 10:29). Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, reigned over Judah 
which included the small tribe of Benjamin from the capital, Jerusalem, and the temple.  
 
About 60 years after the division, the prophet Elijah suddenly appeared to the evil King Ahab 
and courageously proclaimed the Word of the Lord (1 Kings 17:1 -- 2 Kings 2:11). Elijah was 
followed by his disciple Elisha (1 Kings 19:16 – 2 Kings 13:20). Both were prominent 
prophets in the Northern Kingdom, proclaiming the necessity of unconditional loyalty to God 
 
In the kingdom of the ten tribes, Jeroboam introduced the germ of what eventually led to its 
destruction, by establishing as the state religion the unlawful worship of the golden calves. 
The destruction of his house was at once foretold to him on account of this sin (1 Kings 14:7); 
and this threat was carried out in the person of his son (1 Kings 15:28). 
 
As the kings of Israel who followed did not desist from this sin of Jeroboam, but, on the 
contrary, the dynasty of the house of Omri attempted to make the worship of Baal the leading 
religion of the kingdom, and the king and people gave no need to the voice of the prophets, 
and did not return with sincerity of heart to the Lord, He gave up the sinful kingdom and 
people to the consequences of their sins, so that one dynasty overthrew another; and after 
the lapse of 250 years, the kingdom, which was already shattered by the frequently recurring 
civil wars, fell a prey to the Assyrians, by whom the whole land was conquered, and its 
inhabitants were led into captivity. 
 
The kingdom of Judah was also hard pressed by this powerful empire, and brought to the 
very verge of destruction; but in answer to the prayer of the pious king Hezekiah, it was 
delivered and preserved by the Lord for His own and His servant David’s sake, until at length 
the godless king Manasseh filled up the measure of its sins, so that even the good king 
Josiah could only suspend the destruction for a certain time, but could not ward it off 
altogether. 
 
A short time after his death the judgment fell upon Judah and Jerusalem on account of the 
sins of Manasseh (2 Kings 23:26, 27; 24:3), when King Nebuchadnezzar came from 
Babylon, conquered the land, and laid it waste; and having taken Jerusalem, led away 
Jehoiachim to Babylon, with a considerable portion of the people. And when even Zedekiah, 
who had been raised by him to the throne, rebelled against him, the Chaldeans returned and 
put an end to the kingdom of Judah, by destroying Jerusalem and burning the temple, 
Zechariah himself being deprived of his sight, and led away into captivity with a large number 
of prisoners. 
 
Yet even when Judah and its king were rejected and scattered among the heathen, the Lord 
did not leave His servant David without any light shining; but after Jehoiachim had been in 
prison for thirty-seven years, paying the penalty of his own and his father’s sins, he was 
released from his imprisonment by Evil-merodach the king of Babylon, and his seat was 
place above the seats of the kings who were with him in Babylon (2 Kings 25:27-30). 
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This joyful turn in the destinies of Jehoiachim, with which the books of Kings are brought to a 
close throws the first gleam into the dark night of the captivity of that better future which was 
to dawn upon the seed of David, and through it upon the people of Israel when they should 
be delivered out of Babylon. 
 
Purpose of the Book 

• To contrast the lives of those who lice for God and those who refuse to do so through 
the history of the kings of Israel and Judah 

• To Give a Warning of the Consequences of Sin. 
• To tell of the disastrous consequences of Israel’s fall into idolatry. 
 

The Lord Jesus Christ in the Book of Fist Kings 
• King Solomon as a symbol of the Lord Jesus Christ: 
• The Sonship: He was the son of David and our Lord Jesus Christ was called the Son 

of David 
• The Kingdom: Solomon sat on the throne of his father David and our Lord Jesus 

Christ sits in His throne to judge the living and the dead for He is the Lord Jesus 
Christ the King (Lk 23:2,3) 

• The Prophecy: Solomon prophesied on the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (Prov 
2:12-20) and our Lord Jesus Christ is the King the Prophet and the High Priest 

• Obedience: Solomon obeyed the commandments of his father David and our Lord 
Jesus Christ obeyed the Father until death 

• The Name: Solomon means peace and our Lord is the king of Peace 
• The Building of the temple: As Solmon build the temple and the glory of God 

appeared and the day of its consecration, our Lord build the Church and the Holy 
Spirit came upon His disciples and the believers on the Pentecost Day. 

 
Introduction to Second Kings 

 
At the time 2nd Kings opens, the majority of the Levites had left the idol-worshiping Northern 
Kingdom (Israel) and returned to Jerusalem and to God-ordained worship in His Temple (2 
Chronicles 11:13-15). 
 
The prophets Elijah and Elisha prophesied in Israel, as did Amos, Hosea, and Jonah. 
Obadiah, Joel, Isaiah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, and Jeremiah prophesied 
during this time in Judah. These men of God exposed the nation's sins and appealed to the 
people to reject their idols and return to the Lord or experience defeat and the Lord's 
judgment. 
 
The first 17 chapters of 2nd Kings focus on the prophets Elijah and Elisha, as well as record 
the spiritual decline of both the Northern and Southern Kingdoms. Chapter 17 ends with the 
captivity and relocation of the Northern Kingdom by the Assyrians. 
 
Chapters 18-25 are devoted to the Southern Kingdom of Judah. The smaller Southern 
Kingdom of Judah continued for about 135 years longer for a total of about 480 years, 
including the 120 years of the United Kingdom. Judah also had 19 kings (chapters 18- 25).  
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By the last chapter, Jerusalem had been destroyed and Solomon's Temple burned. Most of 
the population had been taken captive and transplanted throughout the land of Babylonia. 
The poorer people had been allowed to remain in Israel but soon fled to Egypt, forcing the 
prophet Jeremiah to go with them (Jer 43:2-7). The apostasy and idol worship first 
introduced by Solomon continued to corrupt the Southern Kingdom of Judah. Consequently, 
Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, became the instrument God used to execute His 
judgment upon them for rejecting His Word as He had forewarned and promised (Deut 7:1-4). 
 
By the end of the last chapter, we read that Jerusalem was destroyed and Solomon's temple 
burned by the Babylonians. Most of Judah's population was taken captive and dispersed 
throughout Babylonia. 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ in the Book of Second Kings 

• Elisha as a symbol of the Lord Jesus Christ 
• Elisha had the gift of prophecy and our Lord Jesus Christ was called the Prophet from 

Nazareth of Galilee (Mt 21:11) 
• Both had chosen disciples 
• Elisha took care of the sons of the prophets (the ministers of God’s word) and our Lord 

took care of His disciples 
• Both performed supernatural miracles like the rising up of dead, the healing of lepers 

and blessing of the few 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 5

The Holy Book of First Chronicles 
 

Title and Authorship: 
The Hebrew title means “The Events of the Days” like a journal. First and Second Chronicles 
were originally a simple continuous Hebrew work that was divided as a matter of convenience 
by the Greek Old Testament translators of the Septuagint (LXX).  
 
The author is not stated in the books of Chronicles. According to Jewish Talmud, Ezra wrote 
“his book and Chronicles—the order of all generations down to himself.”  
 
Historical Background: 
The books of 2 Samuel and 1 & 2 Kings cover about the same period in history as the books 
of 1 & 2 Chronicles. 1 & 2 Kings primarily focus on the political history of Israel and Judah, 
while 1 & 2 Chronicles primarily present the religious history of Judah, Jerusalem, and the 
Temple as it relates to the Davidic covenant. Consequently, the history of the ten apostate 
northern tribes is of little significance in 1 & 2 Chronicles. 
 
Chronicles concentrates on King David and his successors in the land of Judah with only 
selected comments about the Northern Kingdom as it relates to the South. It is an 
interpretation of the history of Israel from a special religious point of view as it relates to the 
Covenant and the temple. 
 
The theme in Chronicles is the Jewish temple in Jerusalem with its worship, officials, the 
Levites, and the uniqueness of Yahweh (2 Chron. 2:5; 6:5; 20:6-7; 1 Chron. 17:21). And if the 
temple is the central theme, then worship of God is the dominant attitude in the books. God is 
worthy of our praise and adoration. 
 
The key to the history of Israel is God’s covenant with David who was chosen of God to plan 
and prepare for the building of the temple by collecting money and supplies. The author 
brings together all the prominent facts regarding the temple and its central importance to 
God’s sovereign rule of the nation to accomplish His eternal purpose of redemption. 
 
David is mentioned over 250 times in Chronicles and Jerusalem almost 250 times and Judah 
225 times. It was God’s chosen place (2 Chron. 5-6), not Samaria in the North. There is no 
mention of the Northern Kingdom except as it relates to the temple and its purpose in the 
nation (2 Chron. 10:19; 13:5). God met with His chosen people in the temple above the 
Mercy Seat (2 Chron. 6:19-7:3). A sub-theme is the great sovereign power of God to 
accomplish His purposes with His people (1 Chron. 29:11-12). There is no other God like 
Yahweh (1 Chron. 16:25-26; 17:20; 2 Chron. 6:14). The kings of the Northern Kingdom are 
almost completely left out because they rejected the temple worship in Jerusalem. 
 
Introduction to First Chronicles 
First Chronicles opens with the longest list of names in the Bible and covers approximately 
3,500 years of genealogical history (chapters 1-9). The second chapter of 1st Chronicles is 
devoted to the descendants of the tribe of Judah, who were given this prominence because 
the promised Messiah would descend from this tribe (Gen 49:8-12). This long genealogy is 
indispensable for tracing the family line through which God would carry out His eternal plan of 
redemption. The record begins with Adam (I Chron 1:1); narrows to Abraham, Isaac, and his 
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descendants through Jacob, then Judah; and on to David, through whom the Messiah would 
come. These families are the vital links connecting the legal genealogy of the Lord Jesus 
Christ through Joseph, who was his legal, but not his biological, father (Mat 1:1-17; 2 Sam 
7:12-13; Ps 89:3-4;132:11; Isai 11:1; Jer 23:5). The rightful Heir to the throne of David is the 
Messiah the Lord Jesus Christ, born through the virgin Mary, as recorded in Luke 2:7,11; 
3:23-38. The Messianic lineage passed from David to Nathan, Solomon's brother. The line of 
Solomon was eliminated because of Jeconiah, as confirmed by Jeremiah (2 Sam 5:14; 1 
Chron 3:5; 14:4; Luke 3:31). 
 
 
The genealogies point out that the promises to David were founded on God’s ancient 
promises to the patriarchs. God had pledged to Abraham that He would make him the father 
of a great nation, one through which He would bless the whole earth (Gen. 12:1–3). God had 
also promised that a king would rule over this special nation (Gen. 17:6). It was revealed to 
Jacob that the king would descend specifically from Jacob’s son Judah (Gen. 49:10). Finally, 
the genealogy in the Book of Ruth explains the link between the promise and the fulfillment 
by tracing the line of Judah through his son Perez to King David (Ruth 4:18–22). God had 
faithfully fulfilled His promise. While Abraham and David were both ancestors of Joseph and 
Mary, the legal lineage of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Messiah is recorded through Joseph in 
Matthew and the blood lineage is recorded separately through Mary in Luke. 
 
Saul's last battle and death are mentioned in chapter ten of 1 Chronicles. Chapters 11 -29 
cover the 40-year reign of David and his death. Since the chronicler wanted to encourage the 
returning Israelites, he focused on the glories of David’s reign—his conquest of Jerusalem 
(11:4–9), his heroic soldiers (11:10–47), his victories over the Philistines (18:1–12), and his 
celebration when bringing the ark to Jerusalem (15:25– 29). 
 
At a time when the Israelites were rebuilding the nation and the temple (Ezra 3:7–13), the 
chronicler painted a picture of David’s kingdom as a kingdom founded on the true worship of 
God. Not the throne, but the tabernacle and temple were the focus of David’s kingdom. 
Chronicles extensively describes how David moved the Ark of the Covenant to a suitable 
place of worship (13:1–16:3), appointed appropriate religious personnel (16:4–6, 37–43; 
23:1–26:32), and made plans for building a permanent temple (chs. 22; 28; 29). The theme of 
Chronicles is that God Himself established David’s kingdom (29:10, 11) in fulfillment of His 
promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Through the Davidic covenant, David’s kingdom 
itself embodies the promise of the future kingdom whose ruler is the great Son of David, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Purpose of the Book: 

• To encourage the downhearted and discouraged workers who had returned to 
Jerusalem after the exile with Zerubbabel to repair the wall of Jerusalem and begin 
work on rebuilding the temple. 

• The building and rebuilding of the temple of Yahweh. God’s dealings with Israel, Judah 
and David all relate to that central purpose. The master passion of David was to build 
the temple, but God denied him that privilege because he was a man of war so his son 
Solomon became the builder instead (1 Chron. 22:8). 

• The emphasis on the covenant of David would demonstrate the continuity between 
pre-exilic and postexilic history of Israel. 
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The Holy Book of Second Chronicles 

 
Introduction to Second Chronicles 
The details of the history of Israel and Judah in Second Chronicles communicate the great 
message of redemption—particularly God’s blessing on David and his successors. First 
Chronicles focuses on the Davidic covenant during David’s time, and Second Chronicles 
continues that theme in the period after David’s death. Even though Second Chronicles 
relates the experiences of Solomon and his successors, it continues to emphasize God’s 
promise of an everlasting dynasty to David. Successors to David came and went. Some were 
true to the requirements of that covenant—they “walked in the former ways of their father 
David” (17:3)—and others were not. But God’s commitment to the household of David 
continued throughout, even after the exile to Babylon. 
 
Because of this emphasis on covenant, Second Chronicles makes frequent mention of 
priests, Levites, the temple, and other elements of Israel’s religious life. It tells how Solomon’s 
temple was built and furnished (2:1–8:16) and includes a thorough description of the temple 
and its ministry (20:5–13, 24–30; 23:12–21; 24:4–14; 29:2– 31:21; 34:2–35:19). 
 
Second Chronicles devotes more attention to Judah than to Israel since it is centered on the 
Davidic covenant. Ever since the division into southern and northern kingdoms (10:16–19), 
Judah had become the inheritors of God’s promises to David. Though David’s successors 
ruled only the smaller kingdom of Judah, God had remained faithful to His unconditional 
covenant with David. Judah was the nucleus through which God would accomplish His work 
of redemption. 
 
Second Chronicles continues the history of the Davidic line, beginning with the reign of 
Solomon. It records the division of the kingdom, and covers the history of the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah until the exile of the people to Babylon in 586 B.C. Its last verses contain 
the Persian King Cyrus' proclamation which encouraged the Jews to return to Jerusalem, as 
had been foretold by Jeremiah (2 Chron36:22-23; Jer 29:10-14).  
 
The first seven chapters of 2nd Chronicles tell of building the Temple on Mount Moriah in 
Jerusalem after the pattern of the Tabernacle (chapters 1-4). The Temple was completed and 
dedicated to God in the 11th year of Solomon's reign (chapter 5; compare I Kings 6:38). The 
remainder of 2Chronicles records the moral and spiritual decline as a result of Solomon's 
willful sins (I Kings 11:9-11), which led to the division of the kingdom. It ends with the fall of 
Jerusalem and the destruction of Solomon's Temple (2 Chron 10 - 36). 
 
Purpose of the Book 

• To show how important the temple is in the life of the nation and its people. The 
temple, like the old tabernacle, was the place where the God of the Covenant met with 
His chosen people. This truth was central to the life of the nation. 

• To recount the history in such a way as to assure the people that God was ruling and 
to urge them on to full loyalty to Him. 

• To preach the word of hope: belief in the Lord and the message of His prophets that 
God would restore to Judah a period of glory similar to the nation’s golden age (2 
Chron. 20:20) 
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The Holy Book of Ezra 

 
Title and Authorship 
This book in named after the person who appears in chapters 7-10 of the book. Both the 
Hebrew Scriptures as well as the Greek Septuagint use Ezra (or Esdras) for the title. Ezra 
and Nehemiah were actually one book in the ancient Hebrew and Greek Old Testament. 
Each book completes the other; Ezra’s story is continued in Nehemiah (chs. 8-10). Both are 
necessary to the history of Israel. A whole century would be unknown (538-432 B.C.), 
historically, apart from Ezra and Nehemiah. They are the next chapter of the history recorded 
in Chronicles. 
 
Jewish tradition attributed this book to Ezra. From Ezra 7:28 to 8:34 and again in chapter 9, 
Ezra speaks in the first person. Ezra is described as a scribe in Ezra 7:21, so he would have 
had ample ability to write this book. 
 
Historical Background 
This book spans 92 years of Jewish history from the decree of Cyrus allowing the Jews to 
return to the land (539 B.C.) to the decree of Artaxerxes which halted the work of rebuilding 
the city of Jerusalem (446 B.C.). 
 
Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther all deal with the story of Israel following the Babylonian Captivity. 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon did not long outlive that king. It was soon replaced by the empire 
of the Persians. King Cyrus of Persia conquered the Babylonian Empire in 539 B.C. The 
Persians had a different method of maintaining their empire. They determined that a happy 
and prosperous people made better taxpayers, so they permitted dispossessed peoples to 
return to their homelands. Under the Persian rule, there were three specific returns of Jews to 
the land of Judah. 
 
The first was led by Zerubbabel and involved an initial rebuilding of Jerusalem.  The second 
was led by Ezra who oversaw the rebuilding of the Temple and the reinstitution of the 
sacrifices. The third was led by Nehemiah and involved the rebuilding of the defensive walls 
of Jerusalem. 
 
The Book of Ezra begins with the history of the Jews from the time when Cyrus of Persia 
released them from Babylonian exile. They were permitted to return to Jerusalem and 
rebuild the Temple under the leadership of Zerubbabel, who was appointed governor by 
King Cyrus (Ezra 5:14; Haggai 1:1, 14; 2:2,21). Zerubbabel was also called by the Persian 
name Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah (Ezra 1:8). 
 
Most of the older generation of Israelites who had been taken into captivity by 
Nebuchadnezzar had died. The majority of the new generation of Jews had grown up in 
Babylon and had no interest in returning to a homeland they had never seen. Ezra records 
that the first expedition was made up of 42,360 Jews and 7,337 of their servants (2:64-65). 
 
The original Temple, built by King Solomon, had been destroyed by King Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon. After arriving in Jerusalem with Zerubbabel, the returned exiles built an altar and 
observed the Feast of Tabernacles (Booths) which commemorates the Israelites' 40 years in 
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the wilderness under Moses. Ezra records that, in the second year of their coming to the 
House of God at Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerubbabel . . . to set forward the 
work of the House of the Lord (3:8; 5:16). It took about two years to complete the foundation 
of the Temple, after which, the work ceased because of opposition from adversaries. 
 
About 15 years later, stirred by the preaching of the Word of God by the prophets Haggai 
and Zechariah as recorded in their respective books, the Jews once again began to build the 
House of God (5:2). This time they completed it in about five years, despite intense 
opposition (chapters 5, 6). Between chapters 6 and 7 there is an interval of about 60 years 
during which Zerubbabel, Haggai, and Zechariah died. The events in the Book of Esther 
probably took place during that time. 
 
About 78 years after Zerubbabel's expedition (7:1-10:44), in the seventh year of Artaxerxes 
the king, Ezra, a descendant of Aaron the first High Priest, received a letter of authority from 
the king to lead another expedition to Jerusalem, according to the Law of your God. . . . 
Whatsoever is commanded . . . let it be diligently done (7:7,11-14,23). At that time, Ezra led 
about 1,800 men plus women and children, totaling about 5,000 people, from the Persian 
capital of Babylon to Jerusalem (7:28 -- 8:31). 
 
Purpose of the Book 

• To show God’s faithfulness and the way he kept his promise to restore His people to 
their land. 

• To reveal how God controls the destiny of all mankind as shown by the decrees, 
proclamations, and genealogies in the book 

 
The Lord Jesus Christ in the Book of Ezra 

• Zerubbabel was a symbol of the Lord Jesus Christ 
• Zerubbabel who had the legitimate right to the throne of Judah was chosen to save the 

exiled and become governor for the returning Jews. God the Father chose His Only 
begotten Son to save the repented sinners and He gave Him the throne of David 

• Zerubbabel transferred the people of God from the land of slavery and exile to 
Jerusalem (Ezra 21:2) and Our Lord Jesus Christ transferred us from slavery to the 
age of grace and adoption to live with Him in heavenly Jerusalem 

• Zerubbabel put the foundation for the temple (Ezra 3:10; 5:2) and our Lord Jesus 
Christ founded the church and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it (Mt 16:18) 

 
Ezra as a symbol of the Lord Jesus Christ: 

• Like Zerubbabel also Ezra transferred the people of God from the land of slavery and 
exile to Jerusalem (Ezra 21:2) and Our Lord Jesus Christ transferred us from slavery 
to the age of grace and adoption to live with Him in heavenly Jerusalem 

• Ezra mourned over the sins of the people of Jerusalem (Ezra 9:5). Twice it is recorded 
that, when the Lord Jesus Christ looked upon Jerusalem, He also mourned for the 
people. When He was come near, He beheld the city, and wept over it. . . . O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem . . . how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a 
hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not! (Luke 19:41; 13:34). 

• Ezra emphasized on writing the book of the law and taught it to the post-exile 
generation as our Lord Jesus Christ came to teach us the laws of the New Testament 
and free us from the devil 
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The Holy Book of Nehemiah 

 
Title and Authorship 
The book is named after his main character and his writer. The Name Nehemiah means 
‘God is consolation’ or ‘The Lord comforts’. Most Bible scholars agree that Nehemiah 
authored the book that bears his name. Much of the book is a first-person account of the 
circumstances surrounding his return to Jerusalem (chaps. 1-7; 12:31-13:31). 
 
Historical Background 
The Book of Nehemiah is a continuation of the history recorded in the Book of Ezra. 
Nehemiah grew up in Persia among the Jews who had been captives in Babylon before 
Cyrus restored their freedom. Nehemiah was in an honored position as cupbearer to King 
Artaxerxes, the son of Xerxes, who was known as Ahasuerus in the Book of Esther. 
Nehemiah’s place was one of great trust and responsibility (I Kings 10:5; II Chronicles 9:4). 
 
Nehemiah was heartbroken when he received a report of the spiritual and physical poverty 
that existed in Jerusalem. As Nehemiah shared his great concern, the Persian king appointed 
him governor of Judah and gave him the authority to rebuild the walls (Neh 2:5-7; 5:14). 
 
Nehemiah came to Jerusalem about 100 years after Zerubbabel had left Persia and arrived 
in Jerusalem with the first group of returnees. Fourteen years before Nehemiah, Ezra had 
gone to Jerusalem with 5,000 Jews to restore true worship of God in the Temple (Ezra 7:6-7). 
Nehemiah led the third expedition to leave Persia for Jerusalem. Following the decree of 
Cyrus to rebuild the Temple, attempts to stop the work were successful during the reigns of 
both Ahasuerus and Artaxerxes (4:6-7,21). When the prophets Haggai and Zechariah 
encouraged the rebuilding to begin again, King Darius issued the second decree, allowing the 
work to continue. 
 
The walls had remained in ruins since Nebuchadnezzar completely destroyed Jerusalem 
about 140 years before (II Kings 25:8-11). The Jewish remnant was not prospering because 
they had no protection against surrounding nations who could easily come in and rob them of 
their harvests and other possessions. Restoring the broken-down walls which had once 
protected Jerusalem from its enemies became Nehemiah's major physical project. Ungodly 
Sanballat taunted and even plotted war, while nobles refused to work (Nehemiah 2: 19; 3:5; 
4:1-12). Then a false prophet predicted Nehemiah’s death as enemies slandered him (4:12-
23; 6:2-4,10-13). But, by continual prayer, fasting, and faith in the Word of God, Nehemiah 
led the people to complete the walls in only 52 days (6:15). 
 
There was great emphasis placed upon hearing the Word of God, as well as understanding it, 
which led to a revival among the people (see 8:2-3, 7-8,12). After the walls of Jerusalem were 
dedicated by Ezra and Nehemiah (12: 27-43), Nehemiah continued in Jerusalem as governor 
of Judah for about 12 years (5:14). He then returned to the Persian court for an indefinite 
period of time. During Nehemiah's absence from Jerusalem, the Word of God was once 
again disregarded and corruption and immorality gained acceptance (13:6). Nehemiah again 
obtained leave from the Persian king and returned to Jerusalem. With great fervor, he turned 
the nation from its sins, reestablished its covenant relationship with God, and restored the 
people to true worship of Him (13:7-31). 
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Purpose of the Book 

• To record the history of the third return to Jerusalem after captivity 
• To emphasize covenant renewal in the restored community (e.g., Neh 8-10) 
• To demonstrate God's faithfulness through the physical rebuilding and dedication of 

the wall 
• To proclaim the legitimacy of the restored community's religious, political, economic, 

and social life as God's people (cf. Neh 9:32-37) 
• To trace the re-establishment of God’s worship and the securing of Jerusalem as a 

religious community separated from all foreign influences unto God's Law 
• To foreshadow the full restoration of the nation through that which was accomplished 

by Ezra and Nehemiah 
 

The Lord Jesus Christ in the Book of Nehemiah 
• Nehemiah as a symbol of the Lord Jesus Christ 
• He left his post in the king’s palace preferring to build the walls of Jerusalem and our 

Lord Jesus Christ came down from His glory to build the walls of the Church 
• Nehemiah put all his heart into doing the work of God as the Lord Jesus Christ came 

to do the work of the Father “Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s 
business?” (Lk 2:49) 

• He chastesized those who did not follow the law as the Lord Jesus Christ chastesized 
the scribes and Pharisees 

• He was considered as one who took the Jews to the New Covenant as the Lord Jesus 
Christ 
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The Holy Book of Esther 
 

Title and Authorship 
The book is named after the character "Esther". In Hebrew the title is rtsa which may be 
derived from the Persian word for star, stara1. In Greek the title is transliterated to ESQHR2. 
Jewish authorities record the tradition that Mordecai was the author.  
 
Historical Background 
Ruth and Esther are the only two books in the Bible named for women. Esther was a Hebrew 
woman who married a Gentile king. God used Esther in a strategic time in the history of Israel 
to help preserve the nation from destruction. Ruth, on the other hand, was a Gentile woman 
who married a Hebrew man. God used Ruth to perpetuate the line of the Messiah, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
The Book of Esther centers around the descendants of the Israelites who remained in Persia 
after the 70-year captivity and the Hebrew maiden Hadassah, who was given the Persian 
name Esther. 
 
The events in this book probably took place in the time between chapters six and seven of 
the Book of Ezra, occurring about 40 years after the Temple had been rebuilt (Ezra 3:10; 
5:14-15), and about 30 years before the walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt (Nehemiah 6:15). 
 
The Book of Esther, as well as the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah, confirm that God can 
accomplish His will through a helpless minority of faithful servants, even when they are ruled 
by ungodly men (Jeremiah 32:27). 
 
The Book tells the story of the plot of Haman the Agagite, jealous and powerful vizier of King 
Xerxes (Ahasuerus) of Persia (485-464 B.C.), to destroy in a single day all the Jews living in 
the Persian Empire. 
 
Mordecai, a Jewish official in the court of the Persian King Xerxes (Ahasuerus), raises his 
niece Esther. Xerxes divorces his wife, Vashti, because she refuses to appear when 
summoned. He takes Esther from his harem and makes her queen in Vashti's stead. 
Mordecai overhears a plot against Xerxes, and he spoils it. 
 
Mordecai refuses to bow to Haman, a Persian official, who is consequently enraged. 
Determined to wipe out the Jews, Haman persuades Xerxes to issue a decree that the Jews  
be destroyed. Mordecai asks Esther to intercede, but she says she can not go into the king's 
presence without being summoned. Mordecai reminds her that she too is a Jew and will not 
survive, and that she does not cooperate deliverance will arise to the Jews from another 
place. Esther therefore agrees to go to the king without being summoned. 
 
So Esther dresses nicely and stands in the king's inner court, for which he can have her 
killed; but instead, he holds out the golden scepter to her, allowing her to speak. She asks 
that the king and Haman both come to a banquet and hear her request. Haman, glorying in 
his prominence, brags of being invited by the queen to the banquet, but he is still upset about 
Mordecai. His wife advises him to build a gallows and to ask the king if Mordecai may be 
hung on it.  
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That night, the king is reading his chronicles, and sees that Mordecai had disclosed the plot 
against the king's life. He determines to reward him, and just then Haman enters the court to 
ask the king if he can hang Mordecai. The king asks him: "What shall be done to the man 
whom the king delights to honor?" Haman, thinking the king means him, suggests he be 
paraded on a horse and adorned with royal apparel. The king tells him to make haste and to 
do just that for Mordecai. So Haman must parade Mordecai. 
 
At the banquet, Esther announces that her people have been sold to be killed by Haman. The 
king rises and leaves in anger. Haman falls upon Esther's bed to plead for his life. The king, 
happening upon Haman in this compromising position, and thinking he would rape Esther, 
determines to hang him. Ironically, Haman is hung on the very gallows he built for Mordecai. 
The king then sets Mordecai over the house of Haman. 
 
Since the king can not reverse a decree, he allows Mordecai to write a new one, and gives 
him his ring to seal it. The new decree commands the Jews to be ready to defend 
themselves. On the day Haman's decree is to be carried out, all of the rulers around help the 
Jews, "because the fear of Mordecai fell upon them." So the Jews prevail against their 
enemies. 
 
The event is celebrated with feasting and great joy, and the memory of it is to be perpetuated 
by the annual observance of the feast of Purim (lots), when the lot of destruction for the Jews 
was reversed for one of deliverance and triumph by Queen Esther and her uncle Mordecai. 
 
Purpose of the Book 

• To provide the historical background for the feast of Purim 
• To emphasize the continuing, ongoing, religious significance of the Jewish people 
• To encourage the Babylonian/Persian Jews and those who had returned to Palestine 

of God's providential ability and willingness to preserve them against their Enemies 
• To show how divine guidance overrules all things; even in a distant far country God's 

people are yet in His hands. 
 

The Lord Jesus Christ in the Book of Esther 
• Mordecai as a symbol of the Lord Jesus Christ 
• Haman plotted against Mordecai and prepared gallows to hang him as the devil 

manipulated the Jews to crucify our Lord 
• The gallows prepared for Mordecai caused Haman’s destruction as our Lord’s cross 

defeated Satan 
• Mordecai won victory and sat at the right hand of the king as our Lord by the cross 

won victory over death and ascended into the heavens and is sitting at the right hand 
of His Father. 


